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5511    DRESS & GROOMING 
  
The Board of Education recognizes that each pupil’s mode of dress and grooming is a 
manifestation of the pupil’s personal style and individual preferences.   The Board will 
impose its judgment on pupils and parents or legal guardians only when a pupil’s dress 
and grooming affect the educational environment program and/or process. 
 
Pupils may not wear clothing or engage in grooming practices that present a health or 
safety hazard to the individual pupil or to others; materially interfere with school work, 
create disorder, or disrupt the educational program; cause excessive wear or damage to 
school property; or prevent the pupil from achieving his or her own educational 
objectives because of blocked vision or restricted movement. 
 
The Board of Education prohibits pupils from wearing, while on school property, any 
type of clothing, apparel or accessory which indicates that the pupil has membership in, 
or affiliation with, any gang associated with criminal activities.  The local law 
enforcement agency will advise the Board, upon request, of gangs which are associated 
with criminal activities. 
 
The building principal or designee shall determine whether the dress or grooming of 
pupils comes within these prohibitions.  Staff members shall demonstrate by example and 
precept wholesome attitudes toward neatness, cleanliness, propriety, modesty and good 
sense in attire and appearance. 
 
The Superintendent shall, in consultation with staff members, pupils, and parents or legal 
guardians, prepare a dress code that imposes only minimum and necessary limitations on 
a pupil’s taste and individuality. 
 
A. General Rules 

1. Pupils are expected to be clean and well groomed in their appearance. 
2. Pupils are expected to avoid extremes in appearance that are so disruptive or 

distracting that the reaction of other pupils is beyond normal control. 
3. Dress or grooming that jeopardizes the health or safety of the pupil or of other 

pupils or is injurious to school property will not be tolerated. 

B. Prohibited Clothing and Articles 
The following garments and articles are prohibited in school and at school-sponsored 
events: 
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1. Extremely low-cut, tight fitting clothing that defines one’s body,  reveals anatomical 
detail,  transparent clothes, bare midriffs, clothing that exposes undergarments and 
suggestive clothing; 

2. Skirts, dresses, and shorts that end higher than middle of the thigh, 
3. Shirts in which the shoulders are not covered from the base of the neck to the edge of 

the shoulder or that expose the midriff. 
4. Outdoor jackets, coats, or hats except when entering or leaving the building and when 

there is a defect in the heating system; 
5. Bare feet, unsafe footwear, cleated shoes, no flip flops, athletic slides, shoes without 

soles or straps. 
6. Patches and decorations that are offensive or obscene; 
7. Any undergarments (top or bottom) that are exposed are prohibited. Undershirts 

(underwear) worn without an outer shirt; 
8. In the classroom, clothing required for physical education classes; 
9. Clothing that is soiled, torn, worn, or defaced; 
10. Non-prescription sunglasses, glazed and tinted glasses, except as prescribed by the 

pupil’s doctor; 
11. Audio devices such as headphones, ear buds, or related audio accessories; 
12. Clothing, apparel and/or accessories which indicate affiliation with any gang 

associated with criminal activity; 
13. Clothing containing profanity or sexual references or innuendoes; displays of or 

references to alcohol, tobacco, weapons and/or illicit substances; 
14. Clothing containing displays of or references to  racial or ethnic violence; or bias in 

any form; 
15. Hats, hoods, visors, headbands, bandanas, and other headgear; 
16. Clothing worn specifically for religious purposes will be permitted after the religious 

tenet of faith is shared with the building principal. 
17. No student is to wear heavy cologne or perfume that would cause health concerns to 

other students and/or staff. 
 

References: N.J.S.A. 18A:11-1,  18A:11-7,  18A: 11-8,  18A: 11-9 
 

First Reading and Discussion:   March 19, 2014 
Second Reading and Adoption: April 16, 2014 


